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In 4°. 


HE induftrious Publifher of this Work , having 
rightly confidered, that nothing of folid can be 
_ eftablith’d in Natural Philofophy or Phyfick with- 
out accurate Od/fervativus, has entred upon this defign of 
fetting forth monthly fome of the choifeft which he can 
make himfelf, or procure accounts of from Corre/pondents 
relating to thofe Sciences. And for the carrying on his 
Undertaking, he invites and defires Phy/icians, Chirurgeons, 
and Apothecaries, both Galenical and Chymical, as well Fo- 
reigners as of his own Country, totranfmit to him faith- 
ful Accounts of thofe Experiments and Obfervations which 
they are willing to communicate in this kind: and we find 
inthe many curious Accounts of this firft year , that inge- 
nious perfons have not been backward to impart on all 
occafions what obfervables occur’d to them. 
In Fanuary he gives a preparation of Qujnguina invented 
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by himfelf, with which he fays he has cured Seven perfons 
of Agnes :, it is as follows, 

Take of Nértle:Seéds two otnces, of the Flowers of 
the lefler Centory half an ounce, Salt of Wormibood two 
drachms, of Whitewinea pint; let all infufeon hot Em. 
bers for Twelve hours, Make another Infufion alfo for 
the farve fpace, and ina warm place, with three ounces of 
~ Quinquina powder'd, two drachms of Chriftal mineral, and 
four ounces of the beft Agua vite. Then mix thofe two 
Infufions; and fetting them again on hot Embers, let them 
digeft for at leaft fix hours; then ftrain them through an 
indifferent coarfe Cloath. The Dofe is two ounces: It 
muft be given firfton the day of the Fit, four or five hours 
before it comes: Give another Dofe juft as the cold Fit 
feizes ; give a third in the interval betwixt the cold Fit and 
the hot. On the intermitting days féMowing the Fit, it 
may be given again Mornings and Evenings. The day of 
the Fit returning again, you muft do as directed the firft 
day youfet upon the Cure. In the mean time you muft 
purge once or oftner, according as you find the fulnefs of 
the habit of the Body. 

He gives the Receipt of a rare Oyl for flopping the 
bleedmg of Wounds, and curing them. 

He givesa Relation how an Incifion was fafely made in 
the Dura meninx of a perfon, to let forth Corruption. How 
a Nunn, who had been often troubled with a Faror @teri- 
nus, fell at length into fo vielent a fit of it, that thofe that 
had charge of her were fore’d to bind her with Chains, to 
contain her from her exceffive and ungovern’d Latciviouf: 
nefs; and that at length, upon violent {triving to get free 
of them, fhe died ona fuddain, fuffocated. Her Body be- 
ing open’d, it was found that fhe had not known Man, and 
that her left Ze/ticle was as big asa mans Fift, being turgid 
with grofs Sperm ; and that the Veffel reaching from the 
Tefticle to the Womb, was not onely bigger by half than the 
Vetlel of the right Ze/ficle, but likewife very hard and 
Callous ; (this being fuppofed to caufe the Diftemper by 
the ftoppage of the Seed) the other parts having their na- 
tural covformation. He 





(47) 

He tells us of a mans Body opened , in which all the 
Mufiles of the Abdomen, below the Navel to the Os pubis, 
were Membranous, without any Carneous fibres. Of an In- 
fant lying 25 years inhis Mothers Womb. That after he 
had deliver’d a Woman of a Child, by feeling the outfide 
of her Belly he found around hard thing like the Head of 
a Child left behind ; whereupon carefully fearching the in- 
fide of her Womb with his Hand, he found a little paflage 
into the Zube on the right-fide ; into which he put his Fore- 
finger, then the Finger next to it, and at length his whole 
Hand, and brought forth thence two pound of coagulated 
bloud fomewhat hardned. 

In February, he tells us of a falling of the Ventricle, 
caus'd ina Woman. by the conftant ute of Snuff.. Of 4 
continual Vomiting causd by a fort of hard matter like 
Lime-plaifter, fticking round the infide and outfide of the 
Pylorus. Of a perfon that fwallowed a whole Goofe-quill, 
the end of which caufed a pricking pain in his Stomack for 
along time, but that at length the pain ceafed. That a 
Woman being troubled with a horrid pain of the Piles, 
which after the application of fome improper Medicine,grew 
inflamed, and began to gangrene: Our Author applied to 
them an Oyntment made of an ounce of oy! of Eggs, half 
an ounce’of Bal/am of Sulphur, and an equal quantity of Oy/ 
of Bricks mixt together; whereupon the Swelling with 
the Inflamation feem’d almoft gone the firft day, and the 
Gangrene was ftopt from going farther ; and within a Week 
the perfon was cured. That a perfon having his Privities 
cut off by Robbers, who would have had Money from him 
when he had it not, ftopt the profufe bleeding of the part 
onely by applying Mof to it. 

That by frequent Anatomical Diffections , the caufe of 
the Falling Sicknefs is found to be often from the ill Confor- 
mation of the Skull; it being bigger in Epileptical perfons 
than naturally it fhould , according to the proportion of 
the parts contained; being alfo thick and hard; fome- 
times confifling of one Bone, but oftner of two, three, or 
four, with very clo‘e futures ; the dura Meninx being fepa- 
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rated from the fubftance of the Brain by an interpofition 
of Waters, which chiefly-abound in thofe perfons that have 
{trong Fits. And he fays, the accefs or frequent returns 
of thofe Fits, may be kept off, or at leaft their violence 
be abated, by the ufe of Remedies that drain thefe Waters, 
And for this effect he gives the Receipt of an Emetick Sy- 
rup to be taken in the decreafe of the Moon, and as neer 
the accefs of the Fit as may be, which will do the perfon 
great good. 

In March he gives an approved Remedy for a Bronchocele. 
He tells us of a perfon who received two Wounds in the 
upper-part of the Abdomen, which bled inwardly ; and that 
a Chirurgeon at length made an Orifice with a Potential 
Cauftick about the region of the Groin, where appear’d a 
Swelling , and drew fortha difhful of the faid blood , and 
cured the perfon. Of the bones of a rotten Fetus caft 
forth with with corrupted matter upon the opening an Im- 
poftume of the Abdomen. 

He prefents us with a certain Remedy for the Nephritick 
Cholick;which is thus : Take oyl of Sweet Almonds, Raddifh- 
water ana ij. Whitewine Water of Pellitory of the Wall,ofeach 
three ounces: Spirit of Salt and of Turpentine, of each four 
drops. Add to them the juice of an Orange ; and divide 
the whole into two Dofes, to be taken three hours'the one 
atter the other, if the evil be not conquered at firft, which 
happens for the moft part. 

He gives us alfoa Remedy of admirable efficacy againft 
the blind Hemorrhoids; it is as follows. In Six ounces of 
Rofe water diffolve half an ounce of Amylum; boil. this 
mixture to the confiftency of Glue; then add an ounce of 
the Oyntment of Cerufé, half adrachm of Saffron, and the 
Whites of three new-laid Eggs: let this Compound be ap- 
plied as a Cataplafm ; atter three hours renew it. Note, . 
that the ufe of this Remedy is onely againft blind Hfemor- 
rhoids, or thofe that have lett bleeding; the ufe of it being 
otherwife dangerous, by reafon of its aftri¢ction, whilft they 
bleed. 

In April he tells us of the method he took in curing a 
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Woman of an inveterate Pox. Of a Religious man who 
voided a Snake by his Yard, after piffing Bloud for three 
Months. Ofa Worm voided at the Noe, after a continual 
Head-ach, upon which it ceafed. 
He fays, that half adrachm at moft of the Afhes of Cork 
drank ina draught of Water for many days together ona 
fafting ftomack, is a moft excellent Remedy for a Broncho- 
cele. = 
_ He tells us, that a fwelling of the Knee being opened 
after a perfon was dead, it was found to have rifen from a 
reddifb ferum gathered together, and two flethy dodies; of 
which, one, being as long as the little Finger, had the figure 
of a Cod-fifh; the other, lefs by a half, refembling a Cock, 
in which the Head, Bill, Neck, Tail, and all the exteriour 
parts were plain to be feen. He tells us of a Stone as big 
as a Pidgeons-Egg foundin a.mans Gall-bladder. Of a Fe- 
tus of Nine moneths old without any perceivable difference 
of Sex. Of a’ Stone found in the Optick Nerves , caufing a. 
Head-ach and blindnefs. 

In May, he gives an Account of a /trange Jmpoftume in the 
Groin, full of Worms, Rinds of Apples, Sc. Of a mad, 
Fellow who in a frollick fwallowed that Iron Inftrument 
with which Butchers whet their Knives, with the hilt to it : 
which, after about fix months, came forth through an Im. 
poftume rifing in the right Hypochondria. ‘That afterwards 
he {wallowed the Foot of an /row pot , which after the like. 
{pace of time,came forth with an Impoftume in the left Hypo- 
chondria. ‘That after this, he {walloweda great dive Joad ; 
which after he had kept in hisStomack ¢ though not with: 
out great torment ) an hours {pace, he caft it up.again, no 
ill effect enfuing: He tells-us of a Worm ifluing forth up- 
on opening a Vein 

In Fune, he tells us of a Stone as big asa Walnut, found 
in the Gall-bladder of a Woman who had been troubled. 
with the Faundife for many years. Of Stones taken forth 
of the Joynts of many Gouty perfons , fome cold Impo- 
ftumes arifing in-their. Joynts before. Of an Impoftume 
under the Tongue, in which, upon. opening, befides cor- 
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“rupted matter, was founda whitifh Stone about the bignefs 
of an Almond confed , and much like it. Of a continual 
Feaver cared by the ufe of cooling things, without : letting 
bloud. Ofa Virgin dying of a Dropfe of the Zades of 
the Womb, and that when fhe was opened, in the Zade of 
the right fide there was found no lefs than a hundred and 
twenty pounds of faltifh and very cleer Water, the Mem- 
brane compofing the 7ude being half a finger thick, all fee 
about with little Bladders, fome full of water, fome of fat. 
The Zuse on the left-fide contained a fungous, vifcous, and 
purulent matter, with many little bladders full of Water, 
weighing together above ten pounds. He gives the Re- 
ceipt of a Plaifter never failing to eafe the pain of the Gout. 
He tells us of a Virgin troubled with the longing Difeafe of 
Maids, who for many years ufed to eat Linnen Cloath and 
Thread. He communicates with thefe, many other curi- 
ous Obfervations and Experiments, with ingenious difcour- 
feson them in thefe fix Months of his firft year. I fhall 
give you fome Accounts from the other fix Months in 
fome following Memorial, which would be here too 


long. 





From the Journal des Scavans, fet forth Fune 30,1681. 


La Premiere Navigation fur le Canal de Languedoc, fait par 
Ordre du Roy, pour la jonttion des deux Mers, 1681. 


TX fuccefs of the Chanel of Languedoc is a thing of 
too excellent a ature, too ufeful for Commerce , and 
too glorious for Navigation, which Fraxce now cultivates 
with fo much advantage, to have place onely amongft come 
mon news. It is reafonable that we record elfewhere this. 
bold and furprizing Work, and leave to Pofterity, amongft 
the greateft and moft curious undertakings daily profecu- 
ted in Arts, fome memory of what has been underta‘en in 
Languedoc, by the Kings Order, for joyning the two Seas ; 
and fuccefstully effected under the Conduct of a Minifter, 
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who has nothing inhis eye but the glory of his Prince, and 
the advantages of France. 

A Thoufarid difmaying obftacles oppos’'d this grand De- 
fign, which heretofore abafh’d the Roman Empire, it having 
alfo been projected and deferted in foregoing Reigns ; the 
remotenels of the two Seas,the Mountains,the boggy Lands, 
the {carcity of Water in a Country where there was hardly 
enougli to fupply the Gardens, and many other confiderable 
difficulties. But the King, whois born to give Laws to 
Nature in more than one place, and after more than one 
manner, has caufed it to be undertaken, and to be carried on 
to its perfection in a very few years,in defpite of Wars, which 
he has in a manner always had againft the moft powerful 
States of Europe united together. i 

The late Sieur Riguet; a man‘of an extraordinary Genius 
and capacity, was charged with the Conduct of this grand 
and difficult work, whereof he had given the defign. He 
began to fet upon it in the year 1666,and had the glory to 
compleat it, though not the. pleafure to fee the firft trial. 
Mrs. de Bourepos,and the Compte de Caramaz, his Sons, the» 
one Majter of Requeffs, and the other Captain of the Guards, 
have had this advantage; and the thing was done the laft 
month, with all the {plendour and pomp imaginable, and 
to the incredible fatisfaction of the people, who could not 
but admire to fee Barqucs in places where before they could ; 
hardly find Water enough for ordinary neceffities. 

It would require more than one Fournal to give an Ac- 
count at large of the grandeur and boldnefs of the Works 
that have been made for this Chanel , in its Pie 
length of 127660 7oifes, which make neer ester; —— 
64 FrenchLeagaes,with 30 foot of widenefs. 

The chief of thefe Works, are the Referver of St Ferreol, the 
ha of Nauroufe, the Bridge of Repudre, and the Vault of 
Malpas. 

The'Referver of St. Ferreol is above 2000 Toifes in Cir- 
cumference : It was made to receive tlie Waters from the 
Mountain Nore, which are bayed up with a Bank of earth 
of'a vaft thicknefs, fortified at the two ends and in the midft 
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with three very firong Walls, to fupport a Mafé of Waters of fo great 
an extent, and being go foot in depth in the deepeit part. 

The Ceftera of Nanroxfe which has been pitch’d upon as the place 
whence the watersare to be diftributed, and where thofe of the Re- 
Server of St. Ferreol defcend, is of an Oéfangular Oval figure, 200 Toi- 
Ses in length, and 1§0 in breadth, all built round with Freeftone. It 
is made in the moilt elevated place of the Chanel, whence the Wa- 
tcrs, when there gathered together, divide themfelves, and pafs off 
on both fides towards the two oppofite extreams. 

The Bridge of the Torrent of Repudre, built with Freeftone, and 
being 70 Toifes in length , gives not place to any of the reft in the 
novelty of its ufe : for at the fame time that pretty big Veffels fail 
under this Bridge, where there is 7 foot of Water from the one end 
to the other; we fee paffing under it 10 or 12 Toifes {quare of 
Water which this Torrent carries with it. 

But the boldeft and moft furprizing thing in all the Chanel ,. is the 
Vault, and all the reft of the work at the place called Malpas : So 
we call a Mountain of hard Rock which oppofed the paffage of the 
Chanel, and which has been wrought through. The places lefs cle- 
vated on both fides of the Mountain have been beaten down, and 
hewn away for above 280 Toifes in extent; and the middle of it 
has been cut through , being 85 Toifes in length. In this fpacea 
Vault has been hewn four Toifés in breadth , and four and a halfin 
height. Towards the lower part on each fide, a little Bank is wrought 
of three foot in breadth, for drawing Bargues 5 and the midft of this 
wonderful work, which is one continued Rock, {ervesas a paffage to 
the waters of the Chanel. 

Belides thefe, there are’ {een many other admirable works , as 
Rigoles of 8119 Toifes; and others of 223183 that is to fay, of 
four and of cleven French Leagues-in length: Places of the Cha- 
nel from 15 to 20 thoufand Toifes together cut out of the hard rock. 
A great many Dams made ot Freeftone, for cutting off and {topping 
Rivers 3 as among(t others that of Ceffe, which makes the Water re- 
treat cight Leagues into the Chanel without any Sluce , and ina per- 
feet level » and which has no lefs than 112 Toéfes in length, five in 
height, and four and a half in thicknefs above, and feven at the foot. 
The works 6f the Port Cette. And to conclude with fomething that 
may make us judge of the ufefulnefS of this work, which has feem’d 
hitherto impolfible to all Exrope, there are in itno lefs than 104 
Sluces of an extraordinary beauty and folidity, by the means of 
which a man may pafs in eleven days from one Sea to the other with 


equal fecurity and eafe. 
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1. NDON: Printed for Heary Faithorne and Fobn Kerfey, 
at the Rote in St. Pauls Church-yard, 1682. 








